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** ^x/e have  not come  with  any  set views.    We are here to
investigate and enquire about that."
Questioned if the Cripps proposals formed the bisi< o; the
present negotiations* Sir Stafford Cripps said : <s We are not
going backward. We are going forward/*
As regards the possible duration of their stav, Sir Stafford
Cripps remarked : " We have not decided about it. We
ourselves ^o not know but we snail return only when our
work is over,"
Sir Stafford Cripps said that they had not come to adjudi-
cate between rival claims in India but t:> find out the means
for tne transfer of power to Indian runds.
Sir Stafford Cripps, expressing satisfaction at the recep-
tion given to the statement on India of Mr. C. R. Attlee,
British Prime Minister, said t^at it had tne support of all
the sections of B-itisti Parliament and people.
The three Cabinet Miniscen arrived in New Delhi on
24th March. They were met at the airport by Lord Wavell
who, according to well-informed quarters, would be closely
and intimately associated with the negotiations between the
British Cabinet Mission and the Indian leaders and representa-
tives of provincial legislatures. In other words Lord Wavell
would act as a fourth member ot the Cabinet Mission and
would be present alongside tne three British Ministers at
interviews with political leaders.
This was being aone to avoid the mistake of the Cripps
Mission when Lord Linlithgow was left alone, and, accord-
ing to reliable information, pulled his weight against the
success of the 1942 mission which resulted in virtual sabotag-
ing of negotiations through his alliance with the Princes.
Before commencing contacts with political leaders from
April 1, the first week was devoted to a series of private con-
ferences between th* British Delegation and the Viceroy,
members of the Executive Council and Provincial Governors.
Fully posted with the currents and cross-currents of the
Indian situation in political, communal and economic fields,
the Mission, including Lord Wavell, interviewed Indian
representatives.
** The discussions now to begin are preliminary to the
setting up of a machinery whereby the forms under which
India can realise her full independent status can be determin-